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GRANTS  



Hair for All  

The library held an exhibit and two 

programs, plus two films, that explored 

the cultural and historic significance of 

hair, particularly with respect to 

Elizabeth s African-American community. 

 



Weõve got an app for 

that!  

Thanks to the Mobile Contract Award from LibraryLinkNJ, the NJ 

Library Cooperative, the ElizPL mobile app is available for 

smartphones, tablets and other mobile device in Google Play, 

Apple, and all app stores. Search for books, music and more in the 

online catalog. Place and manage holds. Renew items you have 

checked out. Get hours, locations and maps for all locations. Scan 

the ISBN of a book at the bookstore and find out if the library has it 

on the shelf. Find out what events are happening at the library, and 

how to contact a librarian all on the go. Programs on how to use 

the app, and to exchange favorite apps, were held, called Appy 

Hours. 

 



Noontime Fall 

Concert Series  

The Annual Noontime Fall Concert Series began on Thursday, 

October 3.  The series began with Eco del Sur, and included a 

brass quintet from the New Jersey Symphony Orchestra, classical 

pianists from Kean University and a Rutgers University Mason 

Gross School of the Arts jazz duo. 

http://www.ecodelsur.net/index.html


Local History  

Our Local History Room was slowly transformed, with structure and order 

instated.  We began by applying for a CAPES (Caucus Archival Projects 

Evaluation Service) assessment, which we received in April.  As a result of this 

report by consultant Elsalyn Palmisano, we have established fixed hours for 

use of the room (Mondays and Thursdays, 2:30-4:30 pm; Wednesdays, 6:30  

8:30 pm; by appointment), as well as policies and guidelines for the use of the 

materials. 

 

The Genealogical Reference collection was moved outside of the Local History 

Room, allowing for more secure space for more rare materials.  Decades of 

research stored in vertical files were moved into the room, while specific family 

genealogies were catalogued and similarly relocated.  We began the 

processing of cataloging materials and entering them into our online catalog 

for greater accessibility, and, to ensure we were following best practices for the 

preservation of our materials, began the process of storing delicate items in 

archival boxes. 

 

What more appropriate project could there have been in this 350th Anniversary 

year of Elizabethtown! 



Preserve Union 

County  

The Elizabeth Public library has received a grant in the amount of 

$40,000 for improvements to the Rahway entrance.  The funds will 

be used to purchase automatic doors, refinish the  existing terrazzo 

flooring, and update the first floor circulation area. 



Community 

Partnerships  



Hupsoo  

The Pursuit of Excellence Program  

Hupsoo is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) partnership building organization 

providing vocational training, career guidance and inspirational 

activities to citizens of disadvantaged communities throughout New 

Jersey.  They collaborate with local businesses, state and 

municipal agencies, and educational institutions, to help aspiring 

citizens succeed in their academic, business and personal pursuits. 



Jewish Family Services  

Citizenship Classes  

Jewish Family Services is a nonprofit organization serving 

everyone who lives in Middlesex County and the surrounding 

areas. They are committed to helping individuals and families 

realize a fulfilling life experience at home, in the workplace, and in 

the community by providing effective social services, counseling, 

and advocacy through responsive, innovative programs.  Beginning 

in May 2014 Jewish Family Services provided citizenship classes to 

assist immigrants and refugees. Jewish Family Services is 

government-certified to advocate on behalf of immigrants in matters 

brought before the US Citizenship and Immigration Services. 



New Jersey Council for 

the Humanities  

Face to Face: Created Equal  

The New Jersey Council for the Humanities selected the Elizabeth 

Public Library as the opening venue for a Face to Face: Created 

Equal film discussion series on the topic of civil rights as part of the 

commemoration of the 150th anniversary of the Emancipation 

Proclamation. On Saturday, September 14th, Professor 

Christopher Fisher of The College of New Jersey led the discussion 

after a viewing of the documentary, Slavery By Another Name 
(2012). 



Affordable Care Act  

Cognosante  and Public Health 

Solutions  

Working with Cognosante and Public Health Solutions, the 

Elizabeth Public Library provided almost daily information on and 

enrollment assistance with the Affordable Care Act.  Trained 

Assistors and certified Navigators were on site at the Main location 

from October through April and again starting in June 2014 at Main 

and the Elizabethport branch. 



AARP  

Income Tax Assistance  

Once again, volunteers from AARP offered twice weekly tax 

preparation assistance at the Library.  As usual, demand was great 

and appointments filled quickly. 

 

AARP Foundation Tax-Aide is available free to taxpayers with low 

and moderate income, with special attention to those 60 and older. 

Through a cadre of trained volunteers, AARP Foundation Tax-Aide 

has helped low- to moderate-income individuals for more than 40 

years in every state and the District of Columbia. 





Elizabethtown 350
th

 

Anniversary  

As the city of Elizabeth celebrates it 350th birthday the Elizabeth 

Public Library has highlighted this milestone by holding an art 

exhibit, posting trivia questions in our newsletters, offering 

information at local events, and hosting appearances by Elizabeth 

Lady Carteret. 



Department 

Happenings  



Branch Highlights 
 


