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LigrakY DIRECTOR

August 1, 2014

As the Elizabeth Public Library continued its journey into its second century, | was proud and honored to take on
the role of Library Director, upon the retirement of Dorothy M. Key in August 2013. A welcoming and dedicated
staff made the transition easier, and my thanks and acknowledgement must go out to all, especially Assistant
Director Monica Eppinger, Administrative Secretary Alexis Nixon, and Union Steward/Senior IT Technician Edwin
Lopez.

As we plunged into work in the late summer/early fall, we seized the opportunity to apply for a LibraryLinkNJ Li-
braries-on-the-Go contract award. With the receipt of the $10,000 award in October, we realized an opportunity
to connect with the community via a mobile app. The result, rolled out to the public throughout the late winter and
early spring, was beautiful, eye catching and inspiring. We used the artistic skills and eye of our Teen Library
Associate Frank Castro to create a fresh logo that highlights our historic Main building in a crisp, graphic design.
And the free app — available through iTunes, and Google and Android stores — provides instant smartphone ac-
cess to information on our collections, programs, and hours. By the end of fiscal year 2013-2014, our app had
been downloaded 349 times, with an average of 140 unique monthly users.

You can catch our new logo on all our print materials. This branding will help you appreciate the breadth and
scope of our collections, programming and outreach.

We followed up our successful app endeavor with another grant application, this one to the New Jersey Council
for the Humanities, and were the happy recipients of a $3500 mini-grant that brought our Hair for All project to the
community, beginning in May 2014. An exhibit, created with help from Monica Eppinger, Aimee Fernandez, Saye
Cooper and Violeta Monje, traced the history of hair care and hair ornamentation in the African-American commu-
nity, while a program called Storytelling allowed women to share the frustrations and rewards of managing their
so-called crowning glory.

2013-2014 brought challenges as well as opportunities. There was the headache of our aging public elevator, an
issue that is still unresolved, but upon which we are still working. For several weeks in January and February
visitors to our Main location had to climb stairs in order to reach the 2nd, 3rd, or 4th floors. We had a brief respite
when our elevator vendor managed to manufacturer for us a mechanical part, getting the equipment back in
working order, but it feels like every day we hold our breath, waiting for the next squeeze, squawk or complaint!

Another major issue was the discovery of asbestos tile in 4,500 square feet of our staff work space. Oftentimes
there is no need to be alarmed about asbestos tile, if itis intact and in good condition. But ours was not. In Feb-
ruary 2014 we initiated an asbestos removal project and followed this with new flooring throughout the affected
areas. With some fresh paint, our Technical Services department has a whole new look, after nearly 40 years!

Between these major activities we also dealt with our collections and materials, embarking upon ambitious weed-
ing projects and bringing fresh attention to our Local History Room. We introduced the public to our own Lady
Elizabeth Carteret and, along with the entire City of Elizabeth, celebrated the 350th Anniversary of Elizabethtown
and the State of New Jersey. y

Enjoy reV|gwirlg/gua'/g013-2 #14 Annual Report, and join us in anticipating another busy and successful year in

2014-201:5 M/’?/} Z/

MaryF:th Chmiel
Library’ Director
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As President of the Board of Trustees of the Free Public Library of the City of
Elizabeth, | am pleased to offer this 2013-2014 Annual Report to our elected
officials and the community.

This past year was one of exciting opportunities and changes for the Library.
The retirement of Director Dorothy M. Key, after 8 years of service, led to a
lengthy search that culminated in the hiring of our current director, Mary Faith
Chmiel. Ms. Chmiel brings more than 12 years experience as a library director,
as well as a passion for public libraries and a commitment to

customer service. The Board anticipates many successful years of progress and
innovation under Ms. Chmiel’s guidance.

Along with welcoming a new Board of Trustees Member, we managed a budget
of $4.2 million and committed ourselves to excellence through the process. The
Library has proudly participated in the Citywide celebration of the 350th
Anniversary of Elizabethtown with an art exhibition, monthly

quizzes and more. We plan to continue to do so through the end of 2014.

In order to exhibit the array of events offered, an expanded newsletter is avail-
able online at http://www.elizpl.org/Newsletters.html and in print at all our
Library locations. Not only does the newsletter provide coverage of

Library endeavors, but information on our numerous resources as well. An 4
energized staff, dynamic children’s programming, a reinvigorated Local History /%
Room, and a proud history of service and outreach to the community made /&
2013-2014 a memorable year for all of us associated with Elizabeth Pylblic
Library. ‘

We hope that you take advantage of our services and enjoy each exciting
opportunity.
VI —
Veronica Alvero
Board President
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TEL. 908-820-4170
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MESSAGE FROM MAYOR J. CHRISTIAN BOLLWAGE

Providing exciting educational tools, access to resources as well as rewarding activities, the Elizabeth Public Library is
a place to learn, connect and broaden horizons. It is also a destination for research, providing individuals with the
opportunity to utilize books, periodicals, DVDs as well as the Internet to expand their knowledge, complete assignments
and discover the world.

As the fourth largest municipality in New Jersey with a population of nearly 125,000, it is vital that educational,
informational and recreational opportunities are available. The City of Elizabeth continues to be a strong supporter of
library services and projects, including the renovation and restoration initiatives at the Main building. This remarkable
structure is one of many throughout our community and is listed on the New Jersey and National Registers of Historic
Places.

While the number of our residents continues to grow, the need for additional assistance has also increased. The
Elizabeth Public Library remains committed to meeting the requirements of the community by enhancing programs,
upgrading technology and improving the ability to link users from anywhere, via the new, free ElizPL app.

Through preservation and conservation efforts, the City of Elizabeth continues to restore landmarks within its historic
districts, beautify neighborhoods and enhance the quality of life throughout the community. In addition to our proud
history, which is being commemorated with 350th anniversary celebrations throughout 2014, Elizabeth is also known
for its culture and diversity. Wonderful restaurants as well as impressive artistic and musical performances can be found
across our city. Exciting shopping and entertainment, such as The Outlet Collection - Jersey Gardens and AMC Loews
Theater, draw millions of local and international visitors each year; along with our Special Improvement Districts,
which continue to thrive with businesses along Broad Street and Elizabeth Avenue.

Together with the Main Elizabeth Public Library, the Elmora, LaCorte and E-Port Branches provide locations where
adults, adolescents and children can gather to express their creativity, hone skills and develop new interests. From
raising awareness to building self-confidence, reading enhances understanding, promotes excellence and transforms
lives.

Under the direction of Mary Faith Chmiel, the Elizabeth Public Library continues to implement innovative approaches
and deliver quality services to the community. Best wishes for continued success in the future.

Sincerely,

S

istian Bollwage




A RESOLUTION OF TRIBUTE
Celebrating the life of

Idella LaPierre

WHEREAS, the Elizabeth Public Library, Elizabeth, New Jersey, recognizes the passing of Idella La
Pierre as a member of the Library Board of Trustees and a tremendous loss for our Library; and

WHEREAS, Ms. LaPierre was appointed in 1998 and served until her death in 2013, she held the offices
of President, Vice President, and Secretary, and served with distinction; and

WHEREAS, Ms. LaPierre’s dedication, service, and knowledge of the community was significant in
providing direction to serve the informational, instructional, cultural and technological needs of the
citizens of Elizabeth; and

BE IT SO RESOLVED, that the Elizabeth Public Library issues this Resolution to express our deepest
sorrow and to recognize the outstanding contributions made by this model citizen to her library and
community at large

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution shall be submitted to the family and a copy be
retained in the Local History Room of the Elizabeth Public Library.

APRIL 16, 2013

ELIZABETH PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES
JOHN WHITLEY, PRESIDENT

VERONICA ALVERO, VICE PRESIDENT

ELOY DELGADO, TREASURER

LILY FEIT

KENYETTA JACKSON

LETICIA SALERMO

PEARL SERRATELLI

KEVIN WEAVER
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Hair for All

The library held an exhibit and two
programs, plus two films, that explored
the cultural and historic significance of
hair, particularly with respect to
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WeodOve got an
that!

Thanks to the Mobile Contract Award from LibraryLinkNJ, the NJ
Library Cooperative, the ElizPL mobile app is available for
smartphones, tablets and other mobile device in Google Play,
Apple, and all app stores. Search for books, music and more in the
online catalog. Place and manage holds. Renew items you have
checked out. Get hours, locations and maps for all locations. Scan
the ISBN of a book at the bookstore and find out if the library has it
on the shelf. Find out what events are happening at the library, and
how to contact a librarian all on the go. Programs on how to use
the app, and to exchange f Appyr
Hour s.

i 3%
"7 Mobile App is Here!

P B

The ElizPL app makes it easy to find and
discover books, place holds, renew items, get
information about our locations, and keep up
with the great events happening at your
library.

Features:

e Search for books, music, and more in the

online catalog

e Place and manage holds

e Renew items you have checked out

e Get hours, locations, and maps for all
locations

e Find the latest special events, classes,
story times, and other programs

e Ask a librarian a question via phone or
email.

e Access our databases for business or
academic research

e Connect with the library on social network
sites

e Enjoy our Elizabeth 350 trivia contest

Available on the
D App Store




Noontime Fall
Concert Series

The Annual Noontime Fall Concert Series began on Thursday,
October 3. The series began with Eco del Sur, and included a
brass quintet from the New Jersey Symphony Orchestra, classical
pianists from Kean University and a Rutgers University Mason
Gross School of the Arts jazz duo.

11/07/2013


http://www.ecodelsur.net/index.html

Local History

Our Local History Room was slowly transformed, with structure and order
instated. We began by applying for a CAPES (Caucus Archival Projects
Evaluation Service) assessment, which we received in April. As a result of this
report by consultant Elsalyn Palmisano, we have established fixed hours for
use of the room (Mondays and Thursdays, 2:30-4:30 pm; Wednesdays, 6:30
8:30 pm; by appointment), as well as policies and guidelines for the use of the
materials.

The Genealogical Reference collection was moved outside of the Local History
Room, allowing for more secure space for more rare materials. Decades of
research stored in vertical files were moved into the room, while specific family
genealogies were catalogued and similarly relocated. We began the
processing of cataloging materials and entering them into our online catalog
for greater accessibility, and, to ensure we were following best practices for the
preservation of our materials, began the process of storing delicate items in
archival boxes.

What more appropriate project could there have been in this 350th Anniversary
year of Elizabethtown!

Our
Local History Room

Local History
@your library’

Elizabeth, New Jersey:
Rich with history




Preserve Union
County

The Elizabeth Public library has received a grant in the amount of
$40,000 for improvements to the Rahway entrance. The funds will
be used to purchase automatic doors, refinish the existing terrazzo
flooring, and update the first floor circulation area.






Hupsoo

The Pursuit of Excellence Program

Hupsoo is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) partnership building organization
providing vocational training, career guidance and inspirational
activities to citizens of disadvantaged communities throughout New
Jersey. They collaborate with local businesses, state and
municipal agencies, and educational institutions, to help aspiring
citizens succeed in their academic, business and personal pursuits.

20

OUR GOAL IS TO EDUCATE, INSPIRE & PREPARE STUDENTS TO SUCCEED

HOW WOULD YOU LIKE TO
GRADUATE FROM HIGH
SCHOOL EARNING A
25K-40K SALARY!!!

Become a Highly Skilled Worker

Whether You want to go to
College, Trade School, become an
Entrepreneur or join the Military
COME JumpStart Your Career!!!

Series 1: LEARN PC REPAIR

Earn Points in this program to win a Family Vacation!!

The Program Schedule is Every Other Saturday
starting February 8th 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

-And-

Every Monday starting February 10, 2014 from
5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

-

Lunch on Saturdays and Snacks on Mondays

SEATS ARE LIMITED ENROLLMENT CLOSES FEBRUARY 10, 2014

OPEN ENROLLMENT

Dates:
Monday, January 27, 2014
Monday, February 3, 2014
Monday, February 10, 2014

Place:
Elizabeth Public Library
Main Branch — 2nd Floor
Computer Lab
Time:
5:30 to 7:00pm
Snacks Served

L/FJSOO

P.O. Box 9184
Elizabeth, NJ 07202
www.hupsoo.org

Call Us: 201.716.1615




Jewish Family Services

Citizenship Classes

Jewish Family Services is a nonprofit organization serving
everyone who lives in Middlesex County and the surrounding
areas. They are committed to helping individuals and families
realize a fulfilling life experience at home, in the workplace, and in
the community by providing effective social services, counseling,
and advocacy through responsive, innovative programs. Beginning
in May 2014 Jewish Family Services provided citizenship classes to
assist immigrants and refugees. Jewish Family Services is
government-certified to advocate on behalf of immigrants in matters
brought before the US Citizenship and Immigration Services.

¢ OF
2 2
JewishFamll ervices
of Middlesex County
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New Jersey Councill for
the Humanities

Face to Face: Created Equal

The New Jersey Council for the Humanities selected the Elizabeth
Public Library as the opening venue for a Face to Face: Created
Equal film discussion series on the topic of civil rights as part of the
commemoration of the 150th anniversary of the Emancipation
Proclamation. On Saturday, September 14th, Professor
Christopher Fisher of The College of New Jersey led the discussion
after a viewing of the documentary, Slavery By Another Name

(2012).
For More %ﬁ
Informatinn:’fg 3

CRILDER LEMRMAN

.’,t}' = = Humanities

September 14, 2013 - September 22, 2013 | September 29, 2013  October 6, 2013

2:00 PM 12:00 PM i 2:00 PM i{2:00 PM

SLAVERY BY {THE ; THE LOVING : FREEDOM

ANOTHER NAME {ABOLITIONISTS { STORY i RIDERS »
Elizabeth Pub lic ‘Middletown Township | Piscataway Public i South Brunswick ]
Library {Public Library i Library i Public Lbrary .
115. Broad Street |55 New Monmouth Road | 500 Hoes Lane | 110 Eagston Lane 4
Ehzabeth, NJ 07202 i Maddletown, NJ 07748 i Piscataway, NJ 08854 i Monmouth Jct, NJ 0885245388

(908) 354-6060 1(732) 671-3700 1(732) 463-1633 £{732) 329-4000 7t

v elizpl org www.mipl o1g winw prscatawaylbrary ong

W ;bpl.7lo




Affordable Care Act

Cognosante  and Public Health
Solutions

Working with Cognosante and Public Health Solutions, the
Elizabeth Public Library provided almost daily information on and
enrollment assistance with the Affordable Care Act. Trained
Assistors and certified Navigators were on site at the Main location
from October through April and again starting in June 2014 at Main

and the Elizabethport branch. .
Public Health
=== Solutions

MERGING RESEARCH AND ACTION

tRVICE
?ﬁ S LS.O

Sq

&y AFFORDABLE
CARE ACT

cognosante

minds on health



AARP

Income Tax Assistance

Once again, volunteers from AARP offered twice weekly tax
preparation assistance at the Library. As usual, demand was great
and appointments filled quickly.

AARP Foundation Tax-Aide is available free to taxpayers with low
and moderate income, with special attention to those 60 and older.
Through a cadre of trained volunteers, AARP Foundation Tax-Aide
has helped low- to moderate-income individuals for more than 40
years in every state and the District of Columbia.
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Elizabethtown 350 th
Anniversary

As the city of Elizabeth celebrates it 350" birthday the Elizabeth
Public Library has highlighted this milestone by holding an art
exhibit, posting trivia questions in our newsletters, offering
information at local events, and hosting appearances by Elizabeth
Lady Carteret. : ‘
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Department
Happenings




Branch Highlights




