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PHOTOGRAPHIC REPRODUCTION POLICY 

Warning Concerning Copyright Restrictions 

 

The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, U.S. Code) governs the making of 

reproductions of copyrighted material. Under certain conditions specified in the law, Libraries 

and archives are authorized to furnish or allow the making of a reproduction. One of these 

conditions is that the reproduction is not to be “used for any purposes other than private study, 

scholarship, or research.” If a user makes a request for, or later uses, a reproduction for purposes 

in excess of “fair use,” that user may be liable for copyright infringement. The Free Public 

Library of Elizabeth reserves the right to refuse a request for a reproduction if, in its judgment, 

fulfillment of the request would involve violations of the copyright law. 

 

 LIBRARY RULES ON REPRODUCTION OF PHOTOGRAPHS 

The Library balances access to materials with preservation needs. The library will not permit 

reproduction of any photographs that are fragile or susceptible to damage by the reproduction 

process. The Library cannot permit the reproduction of items that are under a copyright not 

owned by the Library. Photographs may not be photocopied. Reproductions may be purchased, 

for personal use or publication, if the library owns copyright and the image from which the copy 

is made is not too fragile. However, researchers desiring to publish the reproduction must also 

comply with the library’s Publication Policy. 

 

COSTS 

Scanned copies of images may be obtained for $25.00 per image, plus the cost of postage and 

handling where applicable, with the approval of the Local History and Special Collections 

Manager. Scanned copies are not available on the day requested and will be sent either through 

the mail or e-mail to customers. Payment in advance is required.  

Researchers may not make personal copies of a photograph, using handheld scanners or digital 

cameras. 
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